Commentary on Romans by Martin Luther

This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament and the very purest Gospel, and is worthy that not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but occupy himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul.  It can never be read or pondered too much, and the more it is dealt with the more precious it becomes, and the better it tastes.
To begin with we must have knowledge of its language and what St. Paul means by the words, law, sin, grace, faith, righteousness, flesh, spirit, etc., otherwise no reading of it has any value.
Faith is a divine work in us.  It changes us and makes us born anew of God; it kills the old Adam and makes altogether different men, in heart and spirit and mind and powers, and it brings with it the Holy Ghost.  Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith; and so it is impossible for it not to do good works incessantly.  It does not ask whether there are good works to do, but before the question arises; it has already done them, and is always at the doing of them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that a man would stake his life on it a thousand times.  This confidence in God’s grace and knowledge of it make men glad and bold and happy in dealing with God and all of his creatures; and that is the work of the Holy Ghost in faith.  Hence a man is ready and glad, without compulsion, to do good to everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything in love and praise to God, who has shown him this grace; and thus it is impossible to separate works and faith, quite as impossible as to separate heat and light fires.

